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latrines and made every effort to improve them. He found the upper
class people putting obstacles in the way of improvement but he was
successful with the poorer classes. The committee had to inspect the
untouchables' quarters also. But only one member of the committee
was ready to accompany him. Gandhi was happily surprised to see
these quarters, the cleanest in the city.
Gandhi was also a member of the Queen Victoria's Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations Committee at Rajkot. The first thing he did was
to teach the children of his family the British anthem which he had
heard at every meeting that he attended in Natal. Another thing
that Gandhi did was to plant a tree that was allotted to him. But
he soon discovered humbug behind the celebrations and he now
devoted all his energies to educate public opinion on the South
African question.
In Bombay he met Ranade and Badrudin Tyabji and acquainted
them with conditions in South Africa. They advised him to see
Pherozeshah Mehta because as officials they could not arrange
meetings and participate in political affairs. On their advice Gandhi
met Pherozeshah Mehta. Soon a public meeting was arranged in the
hall of Sir Cowasji Jehangir Institute where Pherozeshah presided,
the first meeting of its kind in Gandhi's experience, where he made
his first public speech in India. On the advice of Pherozeshah
Mehta, Gandhi had written down his speech. He was nervous and
he had to give his speech to D. E. Wacha to read. The audience was
electrified; Pherozeshah Mehta liked the speech. The concluding
part of Gandhi's appeal was : "We are hemmed in on all sides in
South Africa. We have a right to appeal to you and now the respon-
sibility will rest to a very great extent on your shoulders, if the yoke
of oppression is not removed from our necks. Being under it, we
can only cry out in anguish. It is for you, our elder and freer brethren,
to remove it, and I am sure we shall not have cried in vain."
From Bombay Gandhi went to Poona. First he met Lokamanya
Tilak, the idol of Maharashtra. Tilak promised Gandhi every help
but told him to secure a non-party man as president. He suggested
the name of the great savant, Dr. Bhandarkar. Next Gandhi met
Gokhale on the Fergusson College grounds. Gokhale gave him an
affectionate welcome and Gandhi was immediately attracted to
him. He also approved Bhandarkar's name as president. Dr. Bhan-
darkar received Gandhi like a loving father. He told Gandhi : "Any